Environmental certification in aquaculture: EMAS (Eco Management and Audit Scheme) application.
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The EMAS (Eco Management and Audit Scheme) voluntary scheme application to the aquaculture sector should help the industries in improving the transparency of productive process having an environmental impact and meanwhile improving the resources management, having so advantages both in the foreign competition and consumers fidelity. A pilot project has been developed in order to apply EMAS scheme to three fish farms producing sea bass, sea bream and trout. The environmental analysis, carried out during the first phase of the project, has focused some environmental criticalities which are typical of the sector; meanwhile it can be anticipated that the adoption of an environmental management scheme, rather than the adoption of new techniques, is capable to reduce the environmental impacts relating to intensive fish farming. EMAS is also resulted a good tool for the entrepreneur to re-organize the lay out and the management of its enterprise. Finally, EMAS application has a twofold direction: improve the farm management concerning environmental issues and assist legislator in order to approve new rules allowing easier licence procedures and appropriate incentives and rationalize the actually fragmented legislation in the environmental aquaculture sector. The project is expected to deliver the following concrete outcomes: the establishment and maintenance of an EMAS Aquaculture Web site supporting industries in their first steps with EMAS certification and allowing an exchange of experience and good practice; the development of guidelines supporting aquaculture industries in all the necessary steps required for the completion of an EMAS registration.

